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 
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
      



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


    


   


    


    






   

     

    
     

  

     
  


     
   



   

     


  
    
     




     
   



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


      

     
    



      

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



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
    

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
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     


   




 






     
    




    





     

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










 

 
 
 


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



    


    


   




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
 

    




     


   

     

     
     


     






      


    



    

    





     
    



     
     


    

    


    
    

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
     
     






    









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





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
    


    
       

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



    


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

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
    


       
    




    


     

    


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


    


   
    

   



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







    

    








    

    
    







    
    




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
      







    







    








    





  
 

 
 
 


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


      

   
    

      
     
     


"A short story is prose narratiav  requiring from
half an hour to one hours in to perusal putting the
same idea.

in to different phraseology we may say that a
short story is a story that can be easily read at a
single sitting''

- W. H. Hudson





    

    

     






    
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     

      
     






     

      
     






    
    



     





      
     






       




    



    







     
      
     
  
  
   




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
    

  
    
   





    



    
   
 
     
    
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    
   

    

    


     
    


   
      

    









 

 
 


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


    




     

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   



  
    





    


    
    




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    



 






      

   



   


   



     








    



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   

     


   
   

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




     






     




    



    



      






     


     






      





    



     


    

    




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


     



   




   

   



   





     
   









 




   




   

    



    



     

   



    






    

    

   
      
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
    
     
    

 




    




    
    


 

      
     




  


   





   
    
     





       

    



     
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1. Principles of psychology ‘The pelican guid to English literature’ volume 7 (1975)
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 
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



     
    
     






     

     


     





     




Henry James “The house
of fiction has the possibility of millions of windows,
any of which can be fashioned to open on the
spreading field of the human scene by the
pressure of an individual will and vision”

     
     
     
   

     





  

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





    

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

 









    
   



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


     
   
     
     







      





     
    

     
    
     






    
      

   




 

 
 


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
     


    

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      

     
 

    
   
      







   





     


     
 

      









    







    



     




    


     




  

     






 105

BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 16, Issue. 11(2), November - 2019
ISSN No. : 2456-4702   -  RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253 UGC Approved Journal No. 42500




    
    

     




     

     














 
  





     




      

      











     

     


    


   
     
   


     

     







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Abstract :
This paper will briefly examine the strate-

gies deployed by Sahitya Akademi winner
author-translator Kolakaluri Enoch in translat-
ing his work Anantajeevanam from Telugu
to English, wherein it is known by the title
Awakened Soil. Such a study is incomplete
without at least a partial engagement with the
themes that form the basis of the text and the
nature of the translation undertaken here. This
research has several implications for the mu-
tually entangled fields of literary and transla-
tion studies. It enables us to understand the
entrenched relationship between language and
contexts, whether they be social, historical,
political or cultural. The paper also engages
with the political implications of the various
translation strategies deployed, for instance the
relationship between the author, text and
translator, especially when the author and the
translator are embodied by the same. We also
deal with the adjustments made in the struc-
ture of the novel to ensure of ‘ease’ of ex-
pression and narrativization for a an English
readership. Finally, Kolkakaluri’s work as both
author and translator establishes both the lo-
cated nature of his knowledge upon which
such a novel is written in the first place, and
his ability to shape it in terms of a new and
different readership, that is very likely removed
from the social and cultural contexts of the
place and history, which forms the core of his
work.

Key word :
linguistic, seminal text Dalit literature, analy-

sis, sef- teanslation.
Introduction :

A literary text is an important cultural arte-
fact because it emerges out of complex socio-
political contexts. The study of a novel may
be significant to us for many reasons. It may
be taken as a reflection of not only the his-
torical context that informs its existence (which
itself has multiple entry-points for an informed
engagement) but as a cumulative product of
the political economy that goes in to the pro-
duction of a literary text. The study of a work
of translation therefore throws up further pos-
sibilities of research in terms of identifying the
strategies involved in recontextualizing the
Source Text in to a different language, its read-
ership and its multifaceted cultures. This pa-
per studies some of the themes and strategies
of translation deployed by Kolakaluri Enoch
in translating his original Anantajeevanam, a
Telugu language novel in to its English version
I.e. Awakened Soil. It briefly engages with
the political implications of the specific strate-
gies of translation.

This paper will attempt a brief textual analy-
sis of the English translation of the novel
Anantajeevanam (Awakened Soil) written by
Sahitya Akademi writer Kolakaluri Enoch.
The sections that follow will primarily engage
with the structure of the novel, the depictions
of the characters, its primary themes and
modes of executing these themes, the form of

Translating Anantajeevanam into Awakened Soil : Themes and
strategies of translation deployed by Kolakaluri Enoch

- Mohan Banothu, Research Scholar, Centre for Applied Linguistics and
Transalation Studies, University of Hyderabad, Telangana.
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iconography, symbolism and figurations de-
ployed by the author Enoch. One of the at-
tempts will be to understand the ways in which
he has attempted to to make an ‘alien’ theme,
context, society and culture ‘legible’ to his En-
glish readers. The author, we will see, has re-
tained some of the Telugu words and termi-
nology. On encountering these in the course
of reading the novel, we, as readers and cri-
tiques, study the possible relevance of retain-
ing the original terms. In some instances the
author has explained the meanings of the origi-
nal terms, while in others he has not. This then
raises some questions. Are some of the Telugu
words then untranslatable? Would this mean
that the English language is ‘inadequate’ in ‘ac-
curately’ depicting the themes and sensitivity
of the Telugu words used? Or would it mean
that by retaining some of these words the au-
thor ‘intends’ to assert the specificity of the
social, cultural and the linguistic context within
which these words not only make the most
amount of sense but remain ‘truly’ emotive and
communicative? Enoch, as we know has him-
self translated the novel from Telugu to En-
glish, which one may presume has given him
the autonomy and freedom to determine the
process of translation. We therefore encoun-
ter Enoch in a dual capacity, that of author as
well as translator. Does having a text that is
translated by the author himself (I.e. self-trans-
lation) put to rest some of the anxieties re-
garding ‘authenticity’? Cultural elitism, and elit-
ism amongst readers of literary texts normally
attribute greater value on the Source Text than
the Target Text. The TT is generally consid-
ered a derivative and therefore a lesser form
of the ‘original’. The politics of ‘authenticity’
prevents the TT from being considered an

autonomous text with its own literary and
market value. Often, the TT is considered a
means to expand the circulation of the ST.
Although this may largely be true within a capi-
talist economy, it is also important to consider
the TT as an autonomous work of literature.
As students of the social and political relevance
of translation we are aware that any text ex-
ists within contexts of socio-political and cul-
tural history, thereby drawing on pre-existing
systems of knowledge, specific norms of lit-
erature, such as prior conventions of narra-
tion, characterisation, thematics etc. Every
work of literature in that sense exists within a
context and a history including the specifici-
ties of literary production itself, and a history
that may be considered to ‘exist’ outside the
processes of literary production itself . There-
fore, every work of literature is an adaptation
and a translation, especially in contemporary
circumstances of global connectivity where we
are reading, consuming and drawing on litera-
tures, themes, narrative styles and politics from
across the world. Autonomy in the field of lit-
erature therefore does not preclude what is
grossly described as derivativeness and what
we understand as socio-political, cultural and
historical located-ness. We therefore attempt
to understand the form and content of Enoch’s
novel Awakened Soil and the politics of its
construction.

As a self-translating author, Enoch has both
an advantage as well as a limitation. He is in a
position to determine the nature of the trans-
lation, what should be translated, how and
why. He is familiar with the local culture, his-
tory, politics, social norms and practices in
addition to being rooted in and well-versed in
the specificity of the language and its idioms.
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The limitations he faces are the limitations that
are imposed by the norms of the language that
he is translating it into, i.e. English. Here I
quote from the translator’s note, where Enoch
specifies the ways in which he is enabled and
limited:

While translating my Telugu novel,
Anantajeevanam, I took liberty with its frame-
work. In doing so, I faced both advantages
and disadvantages and I enjoyed both of them.
I deleted some sections and incorporated few
others to facilitate its English rendering. In view
of its complexity, I divided each chapter into
three sections for achieving a vivid presenta-
tion. To clarify the portrayal of a character or
of an incident, I added a sentence or two. I
enjoyed the unhindered freedom to include the
changes I felt necessary to make it more clear
for the English readers (Translator’s Note).

Enoch explains the alterations he makes to
the ‘original’ structure of the Telugu novel to
facilitate the meaning of the text in English. For
readers who are proficient in both the Telugu
and the English languages, the additions, de-
letions and alterations produce the ST and the
TT as two ‘distinct’ texts with similarities in
theme, content and narrative. The author-trans-
lator has also restructured the form of the
chapters (divided them into three sections) for
a more “vivid presentation”. It is clear from
the treatment of the two related texts that the
author treats the two languages (Telugu and
English) not only as means of communication
but as ‘processes’ that both embody as well
as produce contextual specificities. The knowl-
edge of a language, as we know, also entails
the knowledge of the society and the culture
within which the language is produced. It
would therefore appear that Enoch is not only

shifting the location of the narrative from one
language to another but he has to re-
contextualizing and re-narrativize the text for
his ‘new’ readership, so that the ‘new’ read-
ership may be able to access the specific
meanings and ‘innuendoes’ of the story he is
trying to tell. As a result, we will see that the
English text comes across as descriptive, be-
cause the author has taken the effort to ‘ex-
plicate’ certain things to a readership that is
not familiar with the nuances of the source lan-
guage i.e. Telugu.
Themes and Form :

The chapters of the book are cut out into
separate sections. Enoch follows a specific
pattern. His narrative, unlike, the usual form
of novels does not centre itself around a spe-
cific protagonist. In one way, we may describe
the narrative as dispersed across several char-
acters, their life histories and experiences of
the devastating flood that struck Anantapur
town. The novel describes the struggles of the
people of Anantapur. The narrativization of
these struggles is made complex by the diver-
sity of experiences of people belonging to dif-
ferent caste and class positions. If one were
to abstract from the novel its primary objec-
tive then one may describe it as a narration of
the downfall of caste feudalism, brought to its
completion by the natural disaster of the cy-
clones, the rains and the floods. The narrative
is multi-layered in the way it combines not only
the incidents of the flood and the cyclone but
becomes a rich history of the town and its
people. Enoch gives us a complex picture of
a society and how it has come to acquire the
form that it has. No two people and their his-
tories are the same, although all are enjoined
in their suffering by the flood. The author



 109

BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 16, Issue. 11(2), November - 2019
ISSN No. : 2456-4702   -  RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253 UGC Approved Journal No. 42500

weaves in to the narrative historical myth, fact
and oral practices. Although it would appear
that the novel is about a specific event, Enoch
artfully draws in narratives of everyday life,
anecdotes of familial and communitarian inti-
macy and trajectories that link the past to the
present. As much as this is a story of human
struggles, it is also a moment in the history of
the relationship between humankind and na-
ture. It is also a story of oppression. On the
one hand, it narrates the ways in which people
in positions of power take for granted and
exploit others who are in marginalized posi-
tions. On the other hand, it also narrates the
rage evoked in nature, when it is taken for
granted and left unattended by man.

The following passage, quoted from the
Awakened Soil is an interesting example of
the ways in which Enoch has gone into de-
tailed descriptions of adjectives in the Telugu
language and that he has retained in the En-
glish translation. For a Telugu readership, this
description would not have been necessary
because one may largely assume that mem-
bers of this readership would be able to grasp
the idiomatic nuances, the multiple implications
of an adjective and the local specificity of
words and phrases used:

The people used to call him Rampu Roddy,
or Rampe Roddy or Rompi Roddy, but not
Ram Paramdhama Reddy which was the name
given to him in his early childhood. Roddy was
the colloquial form of Reddy but Rampu,
Rampe and Rompi were derogatory words in
Telugu, the mother tongue of the people of
the area. Rampu meant squabble, wrangle,
scrape and plague, whereas Rampe meant the
cobbler’s knife, while Rompi meant mud or
mire and figuratively refers trouble or to

struggle. Neither Ram P. Reddy nor anybody
objected or corrected innocent vile utterances
of the people. Hence his name in these dis-
gusting words became popular.

This explanatory aspect of the passage goes
to great extents to explain the different adjec-
tives the locals had given to the landlord Ram
P. Reddy. These adjectives describe to us the
nature of the relationship between Ram P.
Reddy and his subjects. They clearly abhorred
him and were terrified him. Nevertheless, by
the use of such derogatory adjectives, they
were also making fun of him amongst them-
selves. Although Ram P. Reddy was aware of
his subjects using these descriptions for him.
Feudal power is such that it does not need to
heed or resist the derogatory terms that its own
subjects are using against them.

The territorial limits of this dynasty extended
up to Penugonda in the south; Kadiri and
Hindupur in the west; Dharmavaram in the east;
and Anantapur in the north. Taxes were regu-
larly collected and Karnams were obedient
and hence the treasury was always full. The
word of the Nelagallu rulers was taken as an
‘order’ and the ruler was looked upon as god.

As we have seen in the earlier passage.
Enoch uses various tropes to describe the
measure of the feudal power exercised by the
three Reddy brothers and their families. In this
passage taken from page 13, he describes the
geographical expanse of the Reddy regime and
how they sustained their financial power
through taxation and by enforcing obedience
from the “karnams”.

Now the past glory of the bungalow was a
part of history. Devoid of any honour or re-
spect, it stands isolated. Urchins call the bun-
galow as ‘Booth bungalow’ to show that it
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had been a residence of ghosts and devils.
Some called it ‘Butu bungalow’ to indicate that
it used to be a bungalow for sexual obscenity
and others named it ‘Boot bungalow’ to ex-
press their contempt. The bungalow and its
surroundings were evidences of utter neglect.
Ram P. Reddy lived with his wife in this di-
lapidated structure in his old age.

Yet again, Enoch deploys strategies of ex-
planation in his process of translation. What is
also interesting is how he shifts the ‘agency’
of description from himself (as narrator) to
others who are part of the text. He writes,
“some called it ‘Butu bungalow’” and the “ur-
chins call the bungalow as ‘Booth bungalow’”.
(13) It reflects his knowledge of the people’s
language and their feelings. Additionally, it
positions him as one of the people. His gaze
is one that originates from the people and is
directed towards ones who obviously occupy
the position of power.

The narrative strategy deployed in this novel
is ‘unusual’ in the way it breaks from ‘norma-
tive’ narrative styles, especially those that are
deployed in the genre of novels. The literary
tradition of novels, especially those emerging
from the West, privileges a singular protago-
nist, whose location often coincides with that
of the narrator. In novels where the protago-
nist and the narrator occupy distinct positions,
the hierarchization of the characters continues.
In such instances the sensitivities, emotions and
feelings of the central characters are priori-
tized. This effectively produces a binary sepa-
ration of subject and object. Within this sys-
tem, the action and voice emerges from the
subject and is ‘subjected’ to others. Enoch
however effectively dismantles the predomi-
nant and pre-existing model of the novel.

Awakened Soil does not have a singular sub-
ject or protagonist. The narrative is con-
structed through the experiences and agencies
of multiple characters across the narrative.
However, the history of the feudal Reddy fam-
ily and the three Reddy brothers are a return-
ing story across the novel. The prior feudal-
ism therefore forms a rich tapestry to the novel.
One could maybe argue that the purpose of
the ‘omniscient’ narrator is created in this novel
to enable the diversification of narrative voices
and agencies. The truth about the Reddy bun-
galow lay not with its feudal occupants, but
also with the people, some of whom ‘knew’ it
was a residence of ghosts, others ‘knew’ of
its history of sexual obscenities and excesses
while the narrator was one of those who
recognised in its dilapidated state the degen-
eration of the feudal and cruel power of those
who occupied it.

Cyclones of this nature in this region were
very rare. In the 600 years long history of the
tank, cyclone of this type had occurred only
twice. On both the occasions the northern
bund of the tank had breached. Fearing death,
people moved out terrified. They tried to close
the breach, but could not. They started pray-
ing to all gods, including of river Goddess
Ganga, the river goddess in vain. When they
contemplated human sacrifice, a young lady
by the name Musalamma came forward to of-
fer her life as sacrifice. She stood in the open-
ing of the breach and people filled the breach
with branches of trees, boulders and stones
and earth and closed the breach, burying the
young lady Musalamma.

In this passage, Enoch describes a history
of the Musalamma tank, a significant ‘charac-
ter’ of the novel. The author deploys subjec-
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tivity to both human and non-human charac-
ters. The history, cited in the narrative is not
only ‘factual’ but also combined with ‘myths’
passed down through generations via oral dis-
courses. Enoch therefore does not make a
distinction between written history and oral
narratives. He does not privilege written truth
over that which is told, spoken or sung. For
him, it would appear that the history of
Anantapur is as much in what is ‘said’ as it is
‘written’, if not more. Enoch effectively rec-
ognizes the importance of oral histories as his-
tories of the people. Contemporary historical
studies have failed to take into account the
multiple narratives of history, produced by the
people, in the process prioritizing only written
records that have been compiled by the ruling
classes and castes, the colonizers, state agen-
cies etc. Most of these historians were far re-
moved from the experiences, struggles and
achievements of the people they were ruling,
governing over and exploiting. Having been
written down, printed out and circulated, these
narratives and records have gained a primacy
that oral narratives have lost with time and the
passing away of generations. Enoch, through
this novel has done the significant work of
writing down some of the oral discourses that
constitute the history of the town of Anantapur.
The fact that Enoch is proficient in both Telugu
and English, in the skills of writing history and
fiction is an important factor that must be taken
into consideration when we consider the func-
tion of translation and translated works. Awak-
ened Soil makes available to us a history that
would otherwise be lost under the baggage of
written documents that silence the rich oral
culture of the town of Anantapur and its
people. It is the people’s Anantapur that we
are introduced to.

The rain water from Raptadu, Engineering
College, SBI colony, Tarakarama nagar and
the Housing Board would have joined the flow
of Pandameru near the Collector’s office, but
the heavy flow of Pandameru, instead of al-
lowing it to merge with its flow, disturbed it,
and raised the level of the stagnant water. The
rise in water levels caused the low lying areas
to submerge in the water. The downstreams
from Kripananda Nagar, Jesus Nagar, Vidyut
Nagar, Sai Nagar and Asoka Nagar were to
join the canal but the level of the canal was
rising and forcing itself against the rushing
streams. So the level of the water logging in-
creased and nearby houses faced the threat
of submersion. The water flowing from Rama
Nagar, Sita Nagar, Lakshmana Nagar and
Maruthi Nagar moved along Kovvur Nagar
dividing itself into two streams-one encircling
the house of Neelam Sanjiva Reddy, which
was built on a hillock, and another encircling
the P.T.C. and it joined again to form a single
stream of Nadimivanka near the Bellary road.
It crossed Yuvajana colony and Santhi Nagar
to move forward via Rajaka Nagar into
Tadikaleru. The rain water of Aravinda Nagar,
cleared the Government HQ Hospital and
Collector’s camp office before it crossed po-
lice quarters and Gulzarpet. The flow was ob-
structed in Kamala Nagar, as it was full with
west canal water of the tank. As the level of
the water was rising, it seeped into the closed
doors and windows of the houses in Gulzarpet
and Kamala Nagar. It was raining unabated.
The water flow was continuous and the level
of the water logging was increasing. The rain
water that was flowing from Prabhakar Street,
Ambedkar Nagar, Gandhi Road, Niruganti
Street stagnated in Rani Nagar causing de-
struction to the houses.
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One of the significant aspects of Enoch’s
narrative is his skill in visual depiction of the
landscape and demography of Anantapur
town. When one reads this passage, it appears
to locate the reader on an aerial paradigm from
which she looks down at a ‘live’ map of the
town and its residential areas. The flooding
water is depicted as a force of nature, as if
with a life of its own, rushing and seeping
through the smallest of available spaces, as if
intruding into and destroying the life-worlds of
the people residing in and around the town.
Enoch appears to give nature a similar agency
of action and resistance as he gives to the
human residents of Anantapur who appear as
characters in the novel. If we acknowledge
the ‘live-ness’ of nature, then the question to
ask would be “why would nature want to harm
the people of Anantapur?” Enoch in his novel
addresses the havoc done by modernity to
nature, and constructs the destructions caused
by the floods as an enraged reaction. At the

same time, the flood is a moment of death as
well as rejuvenation; the death of feudal power
and the possibility of revival of people’s power
and life in a drought-afflicted terrain.
Conclusion :

This paper has then engaged very briefly
with the translation strategies of Kolakaluri
Prasad and the literary form deployed in the
TT Awakened Soil. Kolakaluri’s work as both
author and translator is clearly reflected in the
TT, where the form of the text and the style
of narration itself reflects the nature of the
work that has gone in to appropriately
contextualising the themes and idioms to a
non-Telugu readership. Effectively, it shows the
ways in which translation involves not only a
conversion of language but that of cultures and
contexts as well, which further becomes a
commentary on the function of language as not
only a medium of communication but that of
expression and as a living artefact of cultures,
societies and politics.
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

     
         
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