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







               



          





















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
           




             

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
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
    



             
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





            
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
          




            

    





 

 
 
 


 
 


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(NLP)



(AI)(Natural Language Processing

- NLP)

(Agglutinative Languages)
  





(Computational Linguistics)
(Morphological Parsing)
(Sandhi Splitting)

(Formal Grammar) 



(NLP)(Morphological
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Parsing)(Agglutinative Language) 
(AI)(Machine Translation)


    (Machine Intelligence)     
(NLP)(IT)
(Siri, Alexa)(ChatGPT,
Claude)
(Rules)


   





(Logical Machine)
(Prepositions - in, on,
for, from)
(Agglutinative nature)


(Development of Essay)
(Morphological Parsing):



(Morphological Parser)
(Root Word)(Suffixes)


[^1].


(Root) (Surface Form)



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        
(Lexicon)


(Mathematical Rules)
(Ambiguity in Sandhi Splitting)

        (Sandhi Splitting) 


>[^2]

+

(Over-generation)

         


+
+
+

  (Under-generation) 
        


 (Deterministic Rule)  

(Ambiguity)
(Information Retrieval)

        


>[^4]


(Surface Variants)
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(Data Noise)




[^5]
[^6]

  +   
 
(Reverse Algorithm) 




>[^7]

+
+
+
(Semantic Analysis)

(Semantic Web /Analysis)




[^8]





 

(Linguistic Solution)

       
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(IIT Hyderabad)(IIIT Hyderabad)
(UoH)
(Computational Paninian Grammar - CPG)

(Karaka Theory)
(Dependency Parsing)
(Free Word Order Language).












          



(Machine Translation),
 






         


 
 


 
 
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



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
(Privacy Issues)
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


          
      







          





         


          
         











       

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&
1. Selected Telugu Folk Song Channels on YouTube (Karimnagar, Warangal, Adilabad regions).
2. Articles on Folk Culture and Social Media, EPW (Economic and Political Weekly).
3. Reports of Ministry of Culture, Government of India – Folk Arts & Digital Preservation.
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           

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ii.
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
iii.



    









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        
      

iv. 



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The act of writing itself might be considered a form of mapping or
a cartographic activity. Like the map maker the writer must survey territory, determining which
feature of a given landscape to include, emphasize or to diminish” (Tally Jr. 45)
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
The writer organises life as he sees it on to the plane of the workµµ (Tally Jr.
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



vii.









 







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




           


            
    








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    


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



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
         


IV.





         





      










         


           
      

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





           




           
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From “I” to “We”: Collaboration and Collective
Resistance in Dalit Feminist Life Writing

Abstract
The life writing of Dalit women is not an individualistic autobiography, but an archive of resis-

tance, of memory. An analysis of Bama’s Karukku and Sangati, and Baby Kamble’s The Prisons
We Broke in this context focuses on how the narratives deliberately decenter the individual “I” and
replace it with a communal “We”, a way that Dalit feminist narratives do. This shift in structure
towards the form of the testimonio is a response to the double discrimination of Brahmanical
patriarchy and erasure’s hegemony. Drawing on the theory of intersectionality and the epistemol-
ogy of the marginalized, the study illustrates the recovery of the intellectual autonomy of collabora-
tive memory-making. Moreover, the translation of these texts transnationally through political trans-
lation is a complementary and meta-textual layer of collaboration, shifting local traumas to become
a potent means of global feminist solidarity. In conclusion, Dalit feminisms are an empowerment
that is collective, and they produce a radical epistemology that does not accept the historical
marginalisation of Dalits to be an individualized situation, but rather a collective emancipatory project
which can be challenged and decentered by the global paradigm of defining literature as subaltern
literature.

Keywords : Dalit feminism, testimonio, intersectionality, translation politics, life writing
Introduction

Dalit women’s struggles have been denied their voice in the dominant feminist debates in India
and the anti-caste ones in India and abroad.The lived experiences of Dalit women are only heard at
the periphery, in silences, of mainstream Indian feminist discourse and of anti-caste movements
which are male dominated. Dalit women have been the voice of others for too long, as they are
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subjected to the multiple mechanisms of caste violence and patriarchal subjugation. But the voices
of contemporary Dalit women writers; primarily Bama, Baby Kamble and Urmila Pawar have
broken this silence. These texts are more than self-reflection: they are a collective archive of
resistance and remembrance. The autobiography has usually been used in the Western literary
sphere as a means of celebrating the individual self, the sovereign. Contrastingly, Dalit women’s
literature is a testimonio, which is a form of narration that takes up a political act of questioning the
‘I’ and displacing it with a collective ‘We’, a narration that incorporates personal memory, the
forgotten history of the entire community.

This paper examines the narratives of Dalit women and their revisioning of the notion of col-
laboration as a main literary theme and as a radical approach towards survival. This paper exam-
ines the way writers such as Bama and Kamble engage with the double oppression of Brahmanical
patriarchy, inspired by the pioneering critiques of single-axis frameworks by Kimberlé Crenshaw
(1989) and the imperative upon Dalit women of having to “talk differently” urged by Gopal Guru
(1995). In addition, such partnerships influence the text beyond the confines of the book, in the act
of politics. These are regional stories that circulate between languages and cultures, and as trans-
lators they are co-conspirators in the establishment of transnational feminist coalitions, who con-
front the difficult politics of representation. In conclusion, this paper suggests that the concept of
collaboration is embedded within Dalit feminist literature and is both textually and meta-textually
deployed to produce a radical epistemology, a radical epistemology which creates political power
out of generational trauma and collective renewal out of intersectional marginalisation.
Theoretical Framework: Intersectionality and the Epistemology of the Marginalized

The first step toward understanding the radical character of modern Dalit women’s life writing
is to challenge and subvert the dominant analytical frameworks resting on a single axis that have so
far clouded the lived experience of Dalits. Kimberlé Crenshaw is the author of a groundbreaking
attack on Western antidiscrimination doctrine, in which she shows how to analyze the intersection
of race and gender to effectively erase multiple burdened subjects. The single-axis approach,
Crenshaw says, underscores issues of race discrimination through the eyes of otherwise-privileged
black men and of sex discrimination through the eyes of race- and class-privileged white women.
Thus multiple disadvantaged subjects are left in an unprotected margin, where their special subor-
dination has to be filtered through the strait categories which lack the capacity for compound
discrimination.  The systemic erasure has a direct parallel in the socio-literary world of the South
Asian region where Dalit women face a different type of oppression. Gopal Guru’s answer to this
structural problem is to historicize it by arguing that Dalit women have to talk differently since they
have different struggles which are simultaneously homogenized by others (non-Dalit) and sup-
pressed by others (Dalit). Sexual and physical violence are significantly aggravated by the caste,
and mainstream Indian feminist discourse, which usually has the voice of upper caste, urban, middle
class Indians is largely oblivious to this. On the other hand, the Dalit male leaders within the internal
anti-caste political and cultural movements have always diminished, rejected and stifled freedom of
political and literary expression of Dalit women, mirroring the same mechanisms of exclusion by
their high caste opponents.  To fill this theoretical gap between the two, Sharmila Rege theorizes
the structural mechanism of ‘Brahmanical patriarchy’, a society that authorizes caste hierarchy
and gender subjugation, mainly through strict regulation of women’s sexuality, work and their en-
dogamous marriage patterns (Ambedkar & Rege, 2013). Thus, Dalit women do not experience the
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cumulative effect of caste and gender discrimination; rather, they are in a special position at the
bottom of the hierarchy, as Guru argues from an epistemological perspective, giving them an epistemic
privilege. Due to their weak position in society, they have to see the social reality in a broader
perspective in order to sustain their lives and to keep living in these terms, their life writing deviates
from the Western individualistic-bourgeois model of life writing. Instead, it can be expressed as a
radical narrative practice, one willfully displaces the singular, isolated “I” and seeks to express a
collective, historically repressed memory of the whole community, as Rege calls it, a testimonio
(Ambedkar & Rege, 2013).
The Collective “We” and the Testimonio as Narrative Resistance

The main narrative approach in Dalit women’s literature is the collective “we” that displaces the
bourgeois, individualist autobiographical “I”. The autobiography in Western literature is a monu-
ment of the sovereign, self-actualizing individual while Dalit women’s life writing can be seen as a
testimonio, a form of literature in which the individual is not a single actant but a representative
actant of a history of trauma and survival (Ambedkar & Rege, 2013). Collectivization of this
narrative is vividly realised in the two texts of Baby Kamble’s The Prisons We Broke and Sangati
of Bama, where the two texts provide a framework of collaboration that is textually and socio-
politically reflective of subaltern conditions.

The Prisons We Broke takes the focus off  Kamble, and instead represents the awakening of
the entire Mahar community led by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar (Kâmbale & Pandit, 2020). Her voice is
the voice of the past, of an entire generation of suffering: the Mahar, who are a group of women.Her
voice is the voice of the past, the voice of an entire generation of suffering and that of a group of
women called Mahar. Kamble brings out the internal patriarchy of Dalit community and how it is
structurally connected to the external Brahammanical exploitation. Kamble’s narration makes clear
its intent to resist the sanitisation of subaltern history, by documenting the visceral aspects of do-
mestic violence, physical mutilation and the humiliation of day-to-day foraging by the poor for
scraps by the rich. The text is a collective and therefore a collaborative witness, since the voice of
the author is continuously replaced by the voice of the Mahar women as the “We” of the group and
the “We” of the community of witnesses.

With its episodic and open-ended narrative, Bama’s Sangati, too, plays with the traditional
generic conventions to mirror the communal living spaces of Paraiyar women (Bama et al., 2016).
The narrative does not have a specific main character, rather a chorus of women, like Vellaiyamma
(Paati), Pecchiamma and Maikkanni, each of whom recounts a tale of labour exploitation, domestic
abuse and demonic possession that merges to create one cohesive, durable community portrait. A
colloquial, colorful form of writing that retains the oral tradition of storytelling in her village is used
by Bama, who sees writing as an extension of the community’s spoken language. This is the
language strategy which directly challenges the upper-caste homogenization of women’s experi-
ences and challenges Dalit Patriarchy that seeks to silence women’s voices, as espoused by Gopal
Guru (1995). In this collective framing Sangati argues that subaltern survival is a process that is
always collective, that the struggle against official violence and or the local currents of discrimina-
tion is always collective, that the defense of the subaltern is always collective.
Memory, Education, and the Epistemology of Survival

When the structural transformation of individual to collective is used as the story line of Dalit
women’s testimonio, the thematic theme of this resistance is the fight for intellectual independence.
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The Indian education system has played an important role historically in the denial of education as
a strategy to enslave Dalit communities.Education system has been and continues to be an impor-
tant system of Brahmanical patriarchy in alienating Dalit communities from the means of knowl-
edge production. Shailaja Paik (2014) conceptualises this particular historical trauma as a double
discrimination in that Dalits are denied the opportunity to improve their intellectual skills in the public
sphere due to upper-caste dominance and in the private sphere due to patriarchal education system
which favours the education of females which involve housework. In this context, writing and
collective recall of community memory becomes a radical epistemology of survival, a means of
collectively renewing history and recollection, of making the trauma of exclusion a means to collec-
tive renewal.

The trajectory is foregrounded in Baby Kamble’s The Prisons We Broke, in which the concept
of education is not only understood as institutional literacy, but as the ontological awakening of the
self-respect of Ambedkarites (Kâmbale & Pandit, 2020). Kamble provides a detailed account of
the complete deprivation of intellectual nourishment from the minds of the Mahar women before
they were mobilized by B.R. Ambedkar. The narrative reveals the community’s deeply entrenched
fatalism, superstition, and ritualistic subjugation, which makes it difficult for subalterns to engage in
resistance. But Kamble does not dwell on this history in order to blame the Mahar women; she
writes her testimonio in a way that is more collective than personal, in order to recall their enslave-
ments in the process of articulating their common emancipation via education. This becomes a
community archive of collective renewal as the community responds to Ambedkar’s appeal to
educate their children. The writing by Kamble is the culmination of this educational triumph, of a
process of collective memory creation which makes this event a permanent imprint of the Mahar
women’s political awakening.

In fact, Bama’s Karukku explores the phenomenon of education as a space in which the caste
hierarchy is being passed down, in an indirect yet violent manner (Bama et al., 2016). As Kamble
delves into the denial of education, Bama strives to find a path through it. The Catholic Church and
its convent schools in Karukku appear to be spiritual and educational uplifting zones, but are actu-
ally thoroughly permeated by a Brahmanical prejudice. Through Bama’s own journey towards
education and spiritual fulfillment, it is always interrupted by the recognition that the pedagogical
places that Bama lives in require the eradication of her Dalitness. It is an epistemic disjuncture
when she finally leaves the convent. Bama’s use of the colorful, village-style Tamil of her native
land, rather than the Church-approved, sanitized language of the day, restores her intellectual inde-
pendence through the medium of her writing, in which she writes in the language of her home.

Both authors in their respective memoirs, show that for Dalit women, education and memory
are not separate, individual endeavours. As the trauma of intellectual disenfranchisement was
collective under the constraints of double discrimination (Paik, 2014), the remedy needs to be
collective as well. Writing is a pedagogical act, a pedagogical action that teaches to future genera-
tions how to break the interlocking mechanisms of caste and gender to land their ideas on their own
realities.
Translation as Transnational Political Collaboration

The co-construction of Dalit women’s life writing goes beyond the internal framework of the
testimonio; the politics of translation is a meta-textual way of emphasizing the collaboration. Trans-
lation is not understood as a neutral linguistic transformation but as a highly controversial space of
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negotiation of ideology in which texts can challenge or reinforce the hegemonic power relations
(Evans & Fernández, 2018). It is a radical act of border crossing for Dalit women, whose voices
have been heard within the regional linguistic borders and are now being translated into English all
around the world. In this context, the translators function as political allies and act as connectors
between local and transnational feminist solidarity and local trauma, without erasing the particulari-
ties of caste oppression.

In the case of Lakshmi Holmström’s English translations of Bama’s Karukku (2016) and Sangati
(2012), this collaborative process is apparent in the way she has translated the Bangla words from
the original series. The works of Bama in Tamil have earned great praise for their subversive use
of the Paraiyar women’s colloquial (not standard) Tamil, which actively resists the upper castes’
literary homogenization. This subaltern cadence is subjugated to the standard English text may lead
to the reproduction of the very erasure experienced by multiply burdened subjects that Kimberlé
Crenshaw (1989) discusses as part of single axis frameworks, in which the rich complexities of
these subjects are reduced to dominant language standards. Holmström plays a role in resisting
Bama, as a co-conspirator, to counteract this. This translation has not been fluent in the sense of a
seamless translation, and Holmström’s attempts to remain faithful to the Dalit women’s voice, using
their own language, idioms, and kinship terms, as well as their episodic rhythms, challenges the
global reader to speak the Dalit woman’s voice. Thus the translation is a space of collaboration and
feminist space, which retains the epistemic privilege of the marginalized.

Similarly, Maya Pandit’s translation of Baby Kamble’s The Prisons We Broke (2020) is an
important intergenerational and cross-cultural bridge. Kamble’s original Marathi text is very rooted
in the local history in the mid-twentieth century of the Ambedkarite awakening of the Mahar
community. Pandit’s contribution to the collaborative endeavor is to make this localized “We” a
transnational discourse, without losing its anti-caste thrust. The specific mechanisms of Brahmanical
patriarchy (that determine the brutal physical and intellectual suppression of Mahar women) be-
come legible to a world of analysis of intersectional systemic violence through translation. It is not
enough for the translator to simply carry the text – she becomes an active contributor to the
creation of an international archive of resistance.

Finally, this transnational flow does not result in Ghettoisation of Dalithood (Guru, 1995) which is
the danger posed by the self-organization of Dalit women to their social location. Instead, it is a
powerful solidarity network that spans the globe by the Dalit author, the subaltern community she
represents, and the feminist translator. Translation which portrays these stories in a translingual and
trans-locational way, helps to open up the space of the collaborative epistemology of Dalit women
as not just a regional socio-historical phenomenon but as an important intervention in transnational
feminist theory.
Conclusion

Dalit women’s life writing is an expression of resistance that is unwritten and deeply rooted in
the very experience of writing and being an activist and a member of a community. The writers
such as Baby Kamble and Bama, for instance, have been able to reshape the literary expression by
transforming the bourgeois “I” with the communal “We. Their testimonios are not merely about
their own victimisation, but they are all about the systemic shapes of Brahmanical patriarchy and
double discrimination to re-claim their intellectual and spiritual autonomy in their communities. By
doing so, these writings create a radical epistemology from the very margins of society, and show
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that the deepest and broadest critiques of systemic power come from those who are most burdened
by the intersecting effects of systemic power.

Furthermore, the dynamics of these stories are multiplied when they are translated together
through the political.What’s more, the power of these stories is magnified by their collaborative
translation in the political. Translation acts as an act of negotiation and not just conversion and
translators negotiate between local traumas and global discourse. In this meta-textual collaboration,
lived experiences of Dalit women, specific to their caste, is in every sense part of the transnational
feminist archive without missing its anti-caste rhythm. The orality, the public, the collective memory
of the subaltern are not erased and not flattened, but kept alive and strengthened: a solid network of
solidarity, forged around the globe, for the people who have been marginalized.

In conclusion, Dalit feminisms are an interdisciplinary and transnational critique of the world’s
academic and political analyses and debates that adhere to a single axis. The narratives of Dalit
women call for a recognition of marginalisation as a crucible for collective renewal as well as for a
site of suffering. Dalit women’s literature is a testament to how their suffering, which endured over
many centuries, has been turned into an untouchable political force; and how emancipation, which
is always in the name of all, is always a collective struggle.
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